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The Politics of Jesus Christ: Part 1 
By Ken Aitken 11.01 – 01.06 

 
Initially written when the Taliban were in Power In Afghanistan  in 2001 

 
 
Jesus was concerned with the politics of the heart …. of the inner person and not the 
outer person and the external issues. He was neither left or right in his politics but 
very much of the centre. 
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Jesus’s Politics of the Centre. 
 
 

• Change the heart of a person and a culture which flows out of that change and 
you will change the culture forever. 

•  Change the root of life and the fruit will be different (parable of the fig tree) 

• If you keep picking off the bad fruit off a fruit tree, it still will keep producing bad 
fruit 

• Change the nature of the tree by cutting down that tree …. Replace with a good 
tree and you will get good fruit 

• Jesus never taught a system of ethics as with the Dharma of Buddhism or 
teaching or the way but rather He was the Way, the Truth and the Life and ethics 
and a whole attitude to life which flows from that understanding. 

• Change the inner life first then the way of life will change eg. Zacchaeus the tax 
collector  

• Good fruit comes when you change the roots of life. 
  

 
Some Facts: 
 

• Jesus Christ came along 2000 years ago as a son of Galilean carpenter 

• He taught only 3 and 1/2 years 

• He had twelve unlearned disciples, a very motley bunch …. Two of whom 
were called the son’s of thunder …. They always at each other throats… one 
became the treasurer of Jesus’s group and used to thieve money for himself 
from the common purse and finally sold Jesus to the Jewish leaders for 30 
pieces of silver, …. one was very brash and self confident who denied him 
three times at the end  

• Jesus never wrote anything down except for a moment of writing a short 
message in the sand when the woman caught in adultery was brought to him 
by the Pharisees ….. the message was blown away by the next strong wind … 
.not a very permanent record of His teachings. 

• He came into a culture that was dominated by the Roman Empire 

• The culture largely consisted of unlearned peasants 

• You either walked everywhere, rode a donkey or horseback or went by sailing 
ship across the sea if you wanted to get to another country 

• There were no telephones, newspapers, computers or e-mails  
 

Jesus set out a basic ground of verbal teaching in the Sermon the Mount (Matt 5), for 
His new Kingdom Order where he taught His disciples principles like: 
 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit 

• Blessed are those who morn 
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• Blessed are the meek 

• Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness  

• Blessed are the merciful  

• Blessed are the pure in heart 

• Blessed are the peacemakers 

• Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteous  sake 

• Blessed are these who are reviled and persecuted  
 

 …… not strong qualities to take over the world. 
 
We have in the 21st Century another regime which has been causing some turmoil 
…. A comparison with the Roman Empire of Jesus day. 
 

Taliban Regime Roman Empire 
• Harsh Islam laws >>>might execute 

some Christian Aid workers when 
brought to trial 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Executed Christians without mercy 
when they wouldn’t acknowledge 
Caesar as God >>>> fed them to the 
lions in a public spectacle in the 
Sporting Arenas  or burned them as 
pitched soaked night-time garden 
candles in the Emperor’s garden.  

 
… what would our culture say about that?  
 

  
Taliban helped and encouraged Bin 
Laden and his group to fly some planes 
into some buildings in New York that 
killed a few thousand people 

The Romans would go to take over  
whole countries and just take them over: 
England, North Africa, Spain, Europe etc. 
…. Whether they liked or not …… 
possibly burn their cities to the ground 
and take their people back to Rome as 
slaves as happened in Jerusalem in AD 
70. 
 
… what would our culture say about that? 
 

  
 If certain slaves showed promise, they 

could go through the gladiator school and 
provide live sport for thousands in the 
watching stands ….. to the death with 
other gladiators or wild animals …. The 
rewards were great for successful 
gladiators ….  
 
… what would our culture say about that? 
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 Roman culture had a variation on 

wholesale abortion …. Babies would 
come to full term …. then if mothers 
didn’t want them, they would left by the 
roadside for wild animals or vultures to 
eat. …. Maybe 1 in 3 occurred this way 
 
… what would our culture say about that? 
  

  
 Homosexuality was common …. Older 

men often had young boys as sex slaves  
 
… what would our culture say about that? 
 

  

 
Jesus Christ: where do find one record of Him ever bagging 

the Roman Empire and its practices? Did he ever speak against 
slavery and any other practice that we would find offensive? 
 
Kept His eye on the goal of the Kingdom of God ….. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What He finally taught , He overthrew the Roman Empire 
 entirely 
 
 
 
 

Stories and Principles… a sample: 
 

• You are Salt and Light of the earth 

• If a Roman Soldier asks you to take his pack one mile (as was the legal 
requirement), go with him two miles 

• If someone smites on the cheek, turn the other one to him also 

• If someone wants your outer tunic (which kept the cold out), give him your 
under tunic as well 

• Murder and adultery begin in the \heart …. Not in the act itself 

All the immediate 
hideous practices of 
the Roman Empire The Goal 

of the 
Kingdom 
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• You are to love your enemies 

• Don’t do your charitable deeds before men where everyone sees them , do 
them only before God ….. He only sees them 

•  Do not worry …. Your Heavenly Father will provide 

• Do not judge others 

• Go through the narrow way vs. the broad way 

• You will know people by their fruits 

• Giving a cup of cold water in my name 

• Parable of the Sower 

• Parable of the Wheat and Tares 

• Parable of the a tiny mustard seed in the culture 

• Parable of the leaven 

• Parable of the Pearl of Great Price 

• Parable of the Dragnet 
 
 

Results of what Jesus taught: 
 

• The Church leaders of the day conspired with the pagan Roman rulers to silence 
Him in a mock trial. 

• He was given a criminal’s death on a cross. 

• His followers were hounded throughout the Empire to be put to death …. They hid 
in the burial caves or catacombs near Rome ….. but turned the world upside 
down in the final end. 

• They spread Christianity to utter most parts of the world and we are still talking 
about Jesus 2000 years later …. All the Roman Caesars are dead and largely 
forgotten about. 

 
 

Implications for us in 2001: 
 

• Should we think about saving the world and speaking against politics, republican 
vs. monarchistics issues, aboriginal injustices, the freedom of homosexuals, 
abortion issues. 

• What is the central issue with Jesus and His followers? How should we think 
Christianly about our world? 
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The Politics of 
the Left 

The Politics of 
Jesus 

 

The Politics of 
the Right 

Concerned with people by 
implementing better social 
principles and programs 

Blessed are the poor in spirit 
Blessed are those who morn 
Blessed are the meek 
Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness  
Blessed are the merciful  
Blessed are the pure in heart 
Blessed are the peacemakers 
Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteous  sake 
Blessed are these who are 
reviled and persecuted  
 

Concerned with bettering people 
through better  law and order 
programs and balancing the 
national budget = profitability of 
the country 

   

 
Better people programs 

 
Matt 5:39 But

 
I
 
say

 
unto you, That 

ye resist not evil but  
whosoever  shall smite  thee 
on  thy right cheek , turn  to 
him  the othe r  also .  

Mat 5:40 And  if any man will  
sue  thee at the law , and  
take away  thy  coat , let 
him  have thy cloak  also .  

Mat 5:41 And whosoever shall 
compel thee to go a mile , 
go with him twain .  

Mat 5:42 Give  to him that 
asketh thee , and from him 
that would borrow

 
of

 
thee

 

turn no thou away.  
 

 
Better economics 

   

 PEOPLE ARE FAR  MORE 
IMPORTANT  THAN 

PROGRAMS OR PROFITS TO 
GOD 

 

 

 

The Politics of Jesus are contained in  the Kingdom  of God  values. 
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BACK TO THE FUTURE:  

"A TIDAL WAVE of Christianity"  

-{Source: CBN - http://www.cbn.com/CBNNews/News/030819a.asp } 

 

September 11th focused a lot of attention on the growth of Islam. What most pundits and scholars 
have missed is the incredible growth of Christianity, and where it's growing. We like to think of 
ourselves as the Christian West. But there is growing evidence that the center of Christendom has 
moved. Africans are running to accept Jesus Christ. It is a scene playing out all across the developing 
world.  

It may sound like an exaggeration, but it's not: Christianity is sweeping across the southern 
hemisphere and Asia like a tidal wave. "The scale of Christian growth is almost unimaginable," said 
Dr. Philip Jenkins, distinguished professor of History and Religious Studies at Penn State University. 

Jenkins shocked and probably panicked some of America's political and media elite with his acclaimed 
book, The Next Christendom: The Coming of Global Christianity. Jenkins argues the greatest 
movement of the past century was not communism or capitalism. Do the math and the winner is Spirit-
filled Christianity, or what he terms in his study as "Pentecostalism." "The modern Pentecostal 
movement begins at the start of the 20th century," Jenkins said. "So say this begins with a few 
hundred, a few thousand people. Today you're dealing with several hundred million people, and the 
best projections are by 2040's or 2050's, you could be dealing with a billion Pentecostals worldwide. 
By that stage there will be more Pentecostals than Hindus. There are already more Pentecostals than 
Buddhists." Jenkins says in just 20 years, two-thirds of all Christians will live in Africa, Latin America or 
Asia." 

Back in 1900, there were about 10 million Christians in Africa, representing about 10 percent of the 
population. Today there are 360 million, representing just under half the population. That is one of the 
most important changes in religious history, and I think most of us didn't notice it," he said. A lot of 
people still haven't noticed it. When scandal or controversy hits an American church, the U.S. news 
media tends to treat it like a worldwide crisis for that denomination. 

But it is not a crisis for those churches in the developing world. Most of them are not gripped by 
debates over homosexuality or abortion that is a problem for European and American liberals – they 
believe the Bible. "The Bible is alive in Africa and Asia and Latin America," 

Jenkins said. "Overwhelmingly, th[is] kind of Christianity is one which is very Bible-centred, which 
takes the Bible very seriously, takes authority very seriously, both the Old and the New Testament, in 
a way which I don't think western Christianity has done probably since the Enlightenment." But the 
growth of Christianity threatens Islam, and Christians are being slaughtered in places like Nigeria and 
Indonesia. 

Jenkins thinks the conflict will intensify in nations where the two faiths compete. And he debunks the 
notion that Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world. Christianity is growing faster." If you look 
at the 25 most populous countries in the world in the mid-21st century, 20 of those are going to be 
divided to a greater or lesser extent between Christianity and Islam," Jenkins said. 

Then there is China. There are about 80 million Christians in China, according to former Time 
Magazine Correspondent David Aikman, who predicts China will be a Christianized nation in 20 to 30 
years. He does not predict a Christian majority, but a China that is 25 to 30 percent Christian. Enough, 
he says, to change society and government. "If you have a Christianized China, the leadership of 
China would reflect a Christian worldview to some degree," Aikman said. "A China that's Christianized 
would not be a threat to the United States." 
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And Aikman says the Chinese church leaders have a burden to take the gospel the rest of the way 
across the globe, to the Muslims. "It's part of a sense that they call 'back to Jerusalem,'" Aikman said. 
"They believe that just as the gospel originally came out of Jerusalem and went to the West and to 
North America and Europe and came to China, now the Chinese need to bring it back to Jerusalem, 
not in the sense of evangelizing the Jewish, but in the sense of completing the circle so that the gospel 
message is available to everybody in the world." 

Imagine Chinese reaching the Muslims, Koreans evangelizing Indians, Africans taking the gospel back 
to a largely godless Europe. African Matthew Ashimolowo is the pastor of the fastest growing church in 
England. "God is sending people who used to receive missionaries to now be missionaries around the 
world," Ashimolowo said. Kenyan Bishop Gilbert Dya has one of the largest churches in London. "I am 
in this country, believing that God sent me here in Great Britain to make a voice on His behalf to let 
them know that they need to repent and come back to God," he said. 

The developing world is not only a growing base for world Missions, Jenkins says it is becoming the 
center of Christendom again. "Jesus said His church would last until the end of time. He never used 
the word, 'Europe.' Christianity is returning, I think, to its roots. It is a religion that originated in the 
Middle East and in Africa. Perhaps it went away for a while, but now it's back," Jenkins said. 

-{Source: CBN} 

________________________________________________________________ 

Summary and Implications:  

• There is growing evidence that the center of Christendom has moved. Africans are 
running to accept Jesus Christ. It is a scene playing out all across the developing 
world.  

• Christianity is sweeping across the southern hemisphere and Asia like a tidal wave.  

• The scale of Christian growth is almost unimaginable  

• Dr. Philip Jenkins, distinguished professor of History and Religious Studies at Penn 
State University ..... Jenkins shocked and probably panicked some of America's 
political and media elite with his acclaimed book, The Next Christendom: The 
Coming of Global Christianity. Jenkins argues the greatest movement of the past 
century was not communism or capitalism but global Christianity.  

• the winner is Spirit-filled Christianity, or what he terms in his study as 
"Pentecostalism."  

• Jenkins says in just 20 years, two-thirds of all Christians will live in Africa, Latin 
America or Asia  

• "The Bible is alive in Africa and Asia and Latin America," Jenkins said. 
"Overwhelmingly, this kind of Christianity is one which is very Bible-centred, which 
takes the Bible very seriously, takes authority very seriously, both the Old and the 
New Testament, in a way which I don't think western Christianity has done probably 
since the Enlightenment." But the growth of Christianity threatens Islam, and 
Christians are being slaughtered in places like Nigeria and Indonesia.  

• Jenkins thinks the conflict will intensify in nations where the two faiths compete. And 
he debunks the notion that Islam is the fastest growing religion in the world. 
Christianity is growing faster."  
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• Then there is China. There are about 80 million Christians in China, according to 
former Time Magazine Correspondent David Aikman, who predicts China will be a 
Christianized nation in 20 to 30 years.  

• Aikman says the Chinese church leaders have a burden to take the gospel to the rest 
of the way across the globe, to the Muslims. "It's part of a sense that they call 'back to 
Jerusalem,'" Aikman said. "They believe that just as the gospel originally came out of 
Jerusalem and went to the West and to North America and Europe and came to 
China, now the Chinese need to bring it back to Jerusalem, not in the sense of 
evangelizing the Jewish, but in the sense of completing the circle so that the gospel 
message is available to everybody in the world."  

• The developing world is not only a growing base for world Missions, Jenkins says it is 
becoming the center of Christendom again. "Jesus said His church would last until the 
end of time. He never used the word, 'Europe.' Christianity is returning, I think, to its 
roots. It is a religion that originated in the Middle East and in Africa. Perhaps it went 
away for a while, but now it's back," Jenkins said. 

• The coming global Christianity is focussed on the resurrected Jesus Christ and on the 
Holy Spirit who He gave to be His personal representative to each person here on 
earth. It is Spirit-filled Christianity and not a ritualised, hierarchal Christianity that has 
Corporation view of itself. This Christianity is about coming 'Out of Spirituality into a 
Relationship with the infinite personal God' through the Holy Spirit. Things happen in 
this Christianity .... as recorded in the first Gospels written after Jesus Christ such as:  

• People have dramatic turnarounds in their lives ..... lives are turned upside 
down from the inside - out  

• There many miracles like people being healed on the spot when prayed for  

• Miraculous provisions  

• Leading by prophetic words, visions and dreams ( you don't need the Internet 
to know things when God can show you directly by His Holy Spirit) 

• In the first Century, it was the Christians who turned the world upside down amidst a 
lot of persecutions and sufferings. The same is happening in our day on a far greater 
scale. This why Christianity is sweeping across the southern hemisphere and Asia like 
a tidal wave.  

• This Christianity is Communal rather being corporate  

• There is real sense of servanthood ..... of being there for other people ..... of great 
value being placed on others which includes even you enemies (Jesus said love your 
enemies) 

 

________________________________________ 
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The Three Pillars of Religious Christianity vs. Spirit-filled 
Christianity :  

 …. From www.babylonthegreatisfalling.net >>> What is New … by Jack Hook 
 

The three pillars of pollution that have overtaken a segment of Western Christendom 
today: 
 

• Militant Patriotism (pride of this life) rooted in the “just” war doctrine of 
Constantine and Augustine. The main purpose of this pillar is to unify all of 
Christendom to then take “dominion” over the nations, even by military force if 
necessary. These men really think the Lord Jesus Christ has given them the 
power and authority to establish the Kingdom of God on this Earth “without” the 
Lord’s bodily return and presence. These men have distorted the prophecies of 
the second coming of Jesus. The Papacy and Presidency are seen as the two 
offices of power that will help bring this pass. You can now understand why the 
insane bombers of militant Islam and the militant vessels of dishonor are now on a 
collision course, which will produce the nuclear nightmare of World War III.  

 

Jesus says in comparison: ‘You are to love your enemies’  
 
Matt 5:39 But

 
I
 
say

 
unto you, That ye resist not evil but  whosoever  shall smite  thee on  thy 

right cheek , turn  to him  the othe r  also.  
 

Mat 5:40 And  if any man will  sue  thee at the law , and  take away  thy  coat , let him  
have thy cloak  also .  

 
Mat 5:41 And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile , go with him twain.  
 
Mat 5:42 Give  to him that asketh thee , and from him that would borrow

 
of

 
thee

 
turn no 

thou away.  

 
 

•  2. The Prosperity Gospel  (lust of the eyes, love of money)  
 

1 John 2:15, 16  Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the 
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world.  

 

•  3. The New Age Psycho-babble (lust or love of self and fleshly pleasures) of the 
purpose-driven, possibility-thinking, and mega-church movements. See 1 John 
2:16  above  

 
These are just three doctrinal examples of what eventually happens to Christians 
who are seduced into thinking there is no need to “depart” from iniquity. For if in 
one’s heart there is no longer any need to depart from sin, there obviously won’t 
be any desire to understand the very root elements of the sin nature we are born 
with. And if there is no desire to understand the elements of the sin nature, it will 
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be the Christianized sin nature that is taught as doctrine. These three evil 
doctrines teach men to commit the very things Jesus died to save us from 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 
THE ROMAN EMPIRE in the First Century  
 

Status of woman was exceedingly low in Roman society. It revealed itself in many 
ways, one of them was the higher rate of female infanticide (it was quite acceptable 
to leave unwanted babies by the side of the road for wild animals or they would just 
throw them in the river to drown). It was also shown is ways such as these:  
 

• Woman had essentially none of rights and privileges that of men enjoyed  

• While many upper class girls received some informal education in grammar 
and reading, a Roman wife was not allowed to be present with her husband’s 
guests at a meal  

There were numerous other restrictions: 

• Married woman were commonly under the Roman law of ‘manus’ which 
placed her plus all her possessions under the absolute control of her husband  

• He could divorce her if she merely went in public without a veil according to 
the ‘Plutarch’ (Romulus 22:3)  

• Although a husband could divorce her, she could never divorce him  

• Cato notes that the wife even lacked the right to tell her husband’s slave what 
to do  

• According to ‘Lex Voconia’ (a law enacted in 169 BC., a woman under manus 
was legally prohibited from inheriting property. This still in force in the early 
part of the 5th Century and received strong criticism from Augustine, the 
Christian bishop of Hippo in northern Africa  

• The most severe deprivation of Roman woman’s freedoms and rights had its 
roots in Table 4 of the Twelve Tables of Roman law that originated in the 5th 
century B.C. The Table 4 spelled out the law of patria potestas which 
conferred the rights of paterfamilias on the married man. In his role of as 
paterfamilias, the man had supreme, absolute power over his children even 
when grown, including his grandchildren. He alone had the power to divorce 
his wife and he also possessed the power to executer his children. He could 
execute his married daughter if she committed adultery in his or her husband’s 
house.  

The latter right was reinforced by Caesar Augustus when he issued ‘Lex Julia de 
adulteris’ in 18 B.C. A man’s wife was also subject to her husband’s power of life 
or death. He had full authority to chastise his wife and in some cases, even to kill 
her in the same way as he might chastise his own child. To kill his wife for a 
nonadulterous offence, the husband ordinarily required the consent of an 
extended family tribunal, but in the case of adultery, no such consent was 
necessary.  

• Roman woman had little or no property rights. Goods or money that she could 
inherit were legally limited. She was not even allowed to leave money to her 
children if they were under her husband’s patria potestas and its corollary 
paterfamilias prohibited woman from speaking in public. Roman City 
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Councils, Senate, Legal Courts and all other civic entities were all governed by 
men. Roman men had no toleration for woman from speaking in public 
settings. There was a total imposition of silence. It meant woman couldn’t 
speak in court  

• Roman Culture had an extremely low regard for woman. This was expressed 
by such writers as:  

• Tacitus (ca. A.D. 55 - ca. A.D. 120): in his ‘Annuals’ argued that 
woman were domineering and cruel  

• Seneca …. Philosopher and statesman: saw anger as a womanish and 
childish trait  

• Juvenal … Satirist: said ‘There is nothing that a woman will not permit 
herself to do(Satires 6:457)  

• This low regard for woman in the Roman Culture, showed also in how woman 
were used sexually. Woman were essentially slaves of a man’s sexual 
passions. Promiscuous woman were part of the pagan temple worship eg. the 
Temple of Aphrodite. In both Greek and Roman temples, sex was a common 
religious activity. The pagan gods of the Roman and Greeks set no precepts 
with regard to moral behaviour.  

The extremely low status that woman had in Roman Society also existed in Greek 
and Jewish Societies. Such a status had existed for woman, had been like this for 
centuries. If you want a current example, look at woman in Muslim Societies today. 
_______________________________  
Significance Of The Photos Below:  
Harriet (my wife) and I had a four week  holiday in Italy in 2005. Italy has 2000 ++ 
years of European History whereas Australia where I live only has 230 years of 
European history.  
 
 

• 0208: The Palatine Area: Remnant stone buildings in the suburban part of 
ancient Rome from the first Century. The Palatine area was on one of Rome’s 
seven hills. It was considered to be the cradle of the city in Republican times. 
See website at: www.bigfoto.com/europe/italy/rome/ ..... includes general 
photos of Rome as well. Find the ones of the Palatine only as this a general 
website for Rome.  
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• 0203: Ancient Temple Ruins in the Forum Area: stone buildings and walls in 
the main thoroughfare of ancient Rome from the first Century  
 

 
 

• 0194: The Colosseum Ruins in the background with the Ancient Temple Ruins 
in the Forum Area on the right hand side .... these are the temple ruins from 
the previous photograph. See www.bigfoto.com/europe/italy/rome/ .... the 
previous website .... click on each photograph and each will come up full 
screen. Then delete that one then click on the next one. Find the ones of the 
Colosseum only as this a general website for Rome. The Colosseum is a 
demonstration of first Century Roman Culture. The passion of the people for 
gladiatorial games was great. The sporting enthusiasm was similar to that 
provided today by football games (or soccer in Europe). Gladiator helmets, 
richly decorated with scenes of Greek mythology, were found in the ruins of 
Roman cities. The really low status of woman in Roman Culture is signified in 
the photographs from the Colosseum in the four tiers of spectators. Each tier 
signified a lessening in social status. The top back tier was for woman. The 
Gladiatorial Sport was about real people killing each other to death. The top 
back tier was for woman. See the website for an explanation of gladiators: 
http://depthome.brooklyn.cuny.edu/classics/gladiatr/gladiatr.htm 
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• Septimius _Severus Arch: the Triumphal Arch commemorating Septimius 
Severus, Roman Emperor between 193-211 A.D. ... is Second Century .... the 
arch is the beginning a long thoroughfare in the southern end of Forum area 
and going right up to similar arch at the other end ..... Constantine's Arch near 
the Colosseum. 
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2559: The Palatine Area: Remnant of a wall of burnt bricks with marble 
inscription    

 
 

• 0260: Typical street in the suburban part of ancient Rome from the first 
Century .... notice the handmade stone flagging over the whole street with 
smaller stone sets on the edges for pedestrian walking  

 
 

 
 
 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND TO ‘People who had been 
influenced and transformed by Jesus Christ’  

In the first century, life in the Roman Empire began to change. People who 
had been influenced by Jesus Christ who later became known as Christians 
began arriving in Rome. They spread from 120 people meeting together in an 
upper room in Jerusalem and spread to the four corners of the then known 
world. Their influence took over the Roman Empire, went to Turkey and Egypt 
and the Apostle Thomas even went to India. The major difference that the 
teaching of Jesus Christ through his followers made in sequential centuries, is 
astonishing. In the book: 'How Christianity Changed The World', Alvin 
Schmidt looks in detail at how the secondary consequences of first century 
Christians coming to Rome made in such areas as:  
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• The great value given to every human life .... rich or 
poor, slave or freeman, gladiator or citizen, both men 
and woman, the disabled and the babies (infanticide 
was totally acceptable)  

• The elevation of Sexual Morality and the value of 
Marriage  

• Woman Received Freedom  

• Dignity Charity and Compassion replaced the 
Greco-Roman cultural ethos of uncompassion for 
the sick and dying and anyone who couldn't offer 
the Emperor something  

• The advent of Hospitals and Health Care  

• The imprint on the value of Education for everyone, 
not just the sons of the privileged citizens  

• Labour and Economic Freedom dignified  

• Science and its commencement Slavery being 
abolished  

• The stamp on Art and Architecture  

• The Sound of Music  

The primary viewpoint was that all people were made in the image of God and 
therefore had great value to God: rich or poor, slave or freeman, gladiator or 
citizen, both men and woman (woman received freedom and dignity which 
how we initially started off this e-mail response), the disabled and the babies 
(infanticide was totally acceptable).  

The values that produced these aspects have affected our Western world for 
the last 2,000 years ..... we take them as normal standards. However, it came 
at great cost as there were severe persecutions of Christians especially in the 
second and third centuries by the Roman Emperors. The values and practices 
of these people turned the Roman Culture upside down .... Woman equal to 
men? .... Slaves equal with all people?  

______________________________________________________________ 

A Brief Overview of the Focus of Jesus Christ:  

Jesus calls people into a new community with Himself and His Heavenly 
Father initially as a vertical spirituality ..... He gives us a new identity as 
children in the Kingdom of Heaven. We had great value to God. Through story 
after story He illustrated how our Heavenly Father longs to have an ongoing 
relationship with His earthly wayward children. This about the Grace of God .... 
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the abundance of God's love and reconciliation. It wasn't about us seeking 
God through some new religion, new knowledge or a spirituality of some kind. 
It was the Good News of God coming to us in Jesus Christ and seeking to 
establish a relationship with us. The new way was the Kingdom of Heaven, not 
a new religion or spirituality of some kind. 

Through this new identity, we can then be in relationship with others of like 
mind in a horizontal spirituality. We could then pass this great value on to 
others as did the first Century followers of Jesus Christ in Rome in the first 
Century. It even included your enemies .... those who bitterly opposed you. 
These people formed themselves into small committed fellowships or house 
churches. These communities were meant to be communities of abundance 
..... of giving away what God had given them freely ..... an abundance of value 
to other people no matter who they were. 

The meaning of this spirituality from Jesus Christ was summarised finally in 
the Roman cross on which He was crucified at the age of 33 and one half 
years ..... for someone who only lived this very short life. The cross had two 
members: a strong vertical member symbolised God and us connected 
together and a horizontal member which symbolised us with everyone else 
linked together.  

 

Some Facts: 

• Jesus Christ came along 2000 years ago as a son of Galilean carpenter ... 
a very lowly backwater position  

• He taught only 3 and 1/2 years .... he didn't start till twelve years even then  

• He had twelve unlearned disciples, a very motley bunch …. Two of whom 
were called the son’s of thunder …. They always at each other throats… 
one became the treasurer of Jesus’s group and used to thieve money for 
himself from the common purse and finally sold Jesus to the Jewish 
leaders for 30 pieces of silver, …. one was very brash and self confident 
who denied him three times at the end  

• Jesus never wrote anything down except for a moment of writing a short 
message in the sand when the woman caught in adultery was brought to 
him by the Pharisees ….. the message was blown away by the next strong 
wind … not a very permanent record of His teachings.  

• He came into a culture that was dominated by the Roman Empire  

• The culture largely consisted of unlearned peasants  

• You either walked everywhere, rode a donkey or horseback or went by 
sailing ship across the sea if you wanted to get to another country  

• There were no telephones, newspapers, computers or e-mails  
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Jesus was totally concerned with the politics of the heart …. of the inner 
person and not the outer person and the external issues. He was neither left or 
right in his politics but very much of the centre. He was seen as the Messiah 
Jesus. One of the followers of the Messiah Jesus wrote: " ........ when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking 
such to worship Him. God is Spirit and those who worship Him must worship 
Him in spirit and truth " (John’s Gospel Chapt. 4 vss 23, 24) 

He was writing about a truth concerning God and the whole of life. It isn’t just 
true for John but for all readers. It was a ‘True Truth’ communicated by God 
who sees the whole Cosmos as the large picture plus you and me as part of 
the detailed small picture. Seeing God is the Creator of all things, God knows 
the final truth. This truth was communicated by prophets and seers over many 
years and finally in person in Jesus of Nazareth who was God Himself in 
human form. These truths were collated in the Bible which consists of sixty six 
books written by people who didn’t often know each other over 1500 years ++, 
yet whose writing manifests an amazing unity. In this unity there is even a 
mathematical sequence which flows from beginning to the end. E-mail me 
more on this if you are interested here .... I can send some further detail back 
to you.  

The books of the Bible are divided into two sections: The Old Testament and 
the New Testament. The Old Testament is the story the nation of Israel which 
predicts the coming of the Messiah. The Messiah came in the person of Jesus 
of the New Testament. There are some striking parallels like an intricate 
Biblical clockwork within the bigger Biblical clockwork. This gives us even 
great confidence in the Word of God as the Word for the Old and New 
Testament. 

I can e-mail to you a separate brochure called ‘Israel in Prophecy …. the 
Two Israels. Jesus Christ the fulfillment of Old Testament Prophecies’ by Ken 
Aitken February 2005. 

For further reading, I can also e-mail you the following: 

• The Politics of Jesus Christ by Ken Aitken January 2001  

• ‘The Spirituality and Religion of Christianity’ by Ken 
Aitken Nov 2003  

• ‘ONE NEW MAN’ by George and Eileen Anderson  

• ‘A Summary Of Life from a Christian Spirituality’ by 
Ken Aitken June 2003  

• ‘Followers, not Admirers’ by Soren Kierkegaard 

______________________________________________________________ 
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Jesus's Basic Teaching: 

Jesus set out a basic ground of verbal teaching in the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matthew 5), for His new Kingdom Order where he taught His disciples principles 
like: 

• Blessed are the poor in spirit  

• Blessed are those who morn  

• Blessed are the meek  

• Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness  

• Blessed are the merciful  

• Blessed are the pure in heart  

• Blessed are the peacemakers  

• Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteous sake  

• Blessed are these who are reviled and persecuted  

…… not strong qualities to take over the world ...... but when applied by Jesus 
followers, actually worked and turned the world upside down when outworked with 
the preaching of the Good News of His new Kingdom Order. Before He left us, He 
prayed for you and I in: John 17:20 'Neither, pray I for these alone, but for them 
also which shall believe, on me through their word; That they all may be one; as 
thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me.  

And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, 
even as we are one:  

I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the 
world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved 
me.  

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me 
before the foundation of the world.  

O righteous Father, the world hath not known thee: but I have known thee, and 
these have known that thou hast sent me.  

And I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it: that the love 
wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in them.'  
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In Jesus's prayer there are only two kinds of people: those for Him and those 
against Him. A few points in Jesus's prayer:  

• That they all may be one: There is only one group .... His followers called 
from the world ..... not many different followers of all different churches or 
spiritualities ..... followers of Him alone as the Lord Jesus Christ  

• As thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: 
the degree of togetherness was to be the same degree that Jesus was with 
His Father = the standard  

• That the world may believe that thou hast sent me: Our degree of unity 
would result in the world believing in Jesus Christ.  

The focus of Jesus was on an internal, invisible change of heart and not on an 
external, visible keeping of certain standards and religious laws. The life He 
presented was an internal one which flowed out to have external, visible actions. 
Life is an 'Inside - Out' approach and not an 'Outside - In' approach .... It starts 
with us being better people on the inside. His whole primary focus was people as 
one humanity (not by race or gender), not ideas or religious teachings as with the 
Jewish Religious people of His day.  

Jesus's view of people was radically different to his religious counterparts. His 
religious counterparts, they had people graded into a hierarchy of those who 
within their religious framework of acceptability .... who kept close adherence to 
the teachings, standards and religious laws that they subscribed to ..... which 
went wasy beyond the teaching of the Old Testament.  

Jesus didn’t start an organisation but developed relationships with a small core of 
people. These then multiplied around the then known world into small committed 
fellowships or house churches. In the New Testament Greek of the New 
Testament, ‘Church’ is translated from the word ‘Ecclesia’ which is simply a 
gathering or community of relationships. It had no religious connotations at all ….. 
it could even mean a political gathering.  

Jesus had a very Hebrew view of life which was very wholistic whereby all 
aspects of life had value to God. All of life was unified and were very important to 
God as God was the Creator of life. There was two parts to the world: an invisible 
Spiritual Realm and a very visible Created realm. It a very unified worldview. The 
first part 'The Invisible Spiritual' leads to a focus on the Presence of God 
through the Holy Spirit with what I call a Christian spirituality.  

However, in the later history of the Christian Church, there was a major change 
beginning in the 2nd Century from a Hebrew view of life to a view influenced by 
Greek thinking. The first part 'The Invisible Spiritual Realm' was still there but 
something radically changed. Greek thinking via Plato had a divided Dualistic 
world. with an upper Spiritual Realm and a lower very visible Created realm on an 
inferior lower level. This divided dualistic world in the Christian Community led to 
an altered view of itself. The Christian Community became the Christian Church 
with an emphasis a Christian Philosophy with good Christian Principles ie. not a 
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Christian Spirituality but as Christian Religion. The Church changed from being 
Community to one of being a Corporation. This began to emerge in the 3rd and 
4th Centuries as Christendom in the Western World. This is where Anita's 
comment come in when she says: 'Off the top of my head --- Seems to me the 
role of Christian churches (Catholic and Eastern Orthodox in particular) then 
worked diligently to keep a woman in her place.  

At one point the Catholic Church performed marriages on the church steps to 
keep woman from defiling the buildings. Remember things like the hierarchies 
devised to keep Kings in power. Can't see much difference between early 
Christian women and her Jewish counterparts .....'  

The present Christian is caught between the historical legacy of two alternatives, 
that of the early Christian Church and the influence of later centuries. There is a 
tension between Church as relationships and Church as a rigid organisation. The 
first leads to a warm, open and communal approach but not necessarily with 
obvious organisational direction. It had direction through spiritually gifted 
individuals who could hear directly from God by the Holy Spirit then things really 
happened.  

The second historical legacy leads to a more corporate approach, more formal but 
not communal. It is Christ-ianity as God’s Community with Spirituality versus 
Church-ianity as Religion or God’s Corporation. Historically over 2000 years since 
Jesus Christ, the Church has two different ways depending on whether you 
emphasise the Personal Presence Of God or the Philosophy of God.  

This understanding is picked and commented below in Part 3: The Christian 
Church Sequence.  

______________________________________________________________ 

Jesus's Attitude to Woman: 

The extremely low status that woman had in the Greek, Roman and Jewish 
societies had existed for centuries. This status was radically affected by the 
appearance of Jesus. His actions and teachings raised the status of woman to 
new heights, often to the consternation of his friends and enemies. By word 
and deed he went against the ancient, taken for granted beliefs and practices 
that defined woman as socially, intellectually and spiritually inferior. True to his 
own words, he said ' I have come that you may have life and have to the full' 
(John 10:10). If any group of human beings were in need of an abundant life, 
spiritually and socially, it was woman of his day. 

He had some the following encounters with woman:  

• The Samaritan Woman ..... recorded in John 4:5-29  

• Mary / Martha dialogue in their home ... recorded in Luke 
10:38-42  

• Jesus teaches Martha .... recorded in John 11:25-26  



 22

• Jesus Appeared to Woman After His Resurrection .... 
recorded in Matthew 28:10  

• Many Appearances of Woman with Jesus in such incidences 
as these:  

• Many woman followed Jesus ... a highly unusual 
phenomena in his day  

• The woman with the issue of blood .... .... recorded 
in Matthew 5:25-34 The response was that Jesus 
healed her and told her to go in peace  

______________________________________________________________ 

The Apostolic Churches Welcomed Woman:  

The culturally defying acceptance that Jesus accorded to woman was not lost 
on the Apostolic Church. Taking Jesus's precedent, the early Christians 
ignored the confining, restrictive norms to which woman were subjected to in 
their societies. Soon after Christ's physical resurrection, his followers regularly 
assembled together for spiritual renewal, teaching and fellowship. They 
assembled together in Jewish synagogues and private homes known as 
house churches. 

In later times, woman were very prominent, not just as worshippers but also as 
leaders. These are some examples: 

• The Apostle Paul notes that Apphia 'our sister' was a leader in a 
house church in the city of Corinth (see Philemon 2).  

• In Laodicea there was Nympha who had a house church in her 
house (see Colossians 4:15)  

• In Ephesus, Priscilla with husband Aquila, had a house church that 
'met at their house (see I Corinthians 16:19) and he also notes that 
Priscilla was one of his fellow workers in advancing the Great 
Commission of Christ that told his followers to go into all the world to 
make disciples of all nations (see Matthew 28:19)  

• Another key female leader in the Apostolic Church was Phoebe. In 
Romans 16: 1-2 Paul refers to her by the male title of 'diakonos' 
(deacon), a position she had in the church at Cenchrae. Paul didn't 
use any feminine form of the word but the word is rendered 
'deaconess' in many future translations (which shows the influence 
of the Apostolic Community in becoming a Corporation .... see 
comment below). In addition to calling her a deacon, Paul referred to 
her as a 'prostatis' or leading officer. In ancient Greek literature, the 
word 'prostatis' meant presiding in the sense of leading, directing 
and governing. She was so highly regarded as a leader, that 
scholars believe that Paul even chose her to personally deliver the 
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Epistle to the Romans for him from Corinth. This was distance of 
400 miles. That was no mean accomplishment in those days. This 
was to Christians in Rome about 56 A.D. ..... who walked the streets 
like the photos above). 

______________________________________________________________ 

The Historical Influence of Jesus Christ: 

The Christian heritage:  

Too many Christians appear almost apologetic about their faith. Christians 
have cause for celebration. Christianity gave the world the principles of social 
justice, equality, freedom and democracy, and such institutions as schools, 
hospitals, orphanages, and the Red Cross, the world's greatest charities, 
foreign aid missions.  

• Christianity introduced such humanitarian concepts as abolition of slavery, 
abolition of slums, reduction of poverty, prison reform, abolition of cruelty to 
animals and abolition of child labour, unsafe factories and long working 
hours. No other religion has such a record of humanitarian social justice:  

• Christianity, gave the world such high principles as "duty of care" on which 
most secular laws are founded, and the notion of public liability, protection 
of the innocent, humane treatment of prisoners, and the dignity of human 
life.  

• Christianity had the world's first anti-discrimination, anti-racism and Human 
Rights laws (Sinai Covenant)  

• Christianity produced some of the greatest thinkers, scientists, artists, 
writers, and musicians in human history. Former President of the 
International Court of Justice at the Hague, Max Huber, was a Christian.  

• Christianity gave the world some of the greatest explorers, and opened up 
the vast resources of the globe to free trade, industry and employment, 
including ... (In Australia where I come from): James Cook, Charles Sturt, 
Abel Tasman, De Quiros, Van Diemen, Joseph Banks and Mathew 
Flinders.  

• Christianity provided the first governors of Australia including Arthur Philip, 
Maquarrie and John Hunter. The father of Federation Henry Parkes, and 
founder of the High Court Alfred Deakin were Christians.  

• Christianity, is the source and inspiration for Western systems of 
government founded on truth, equality, justice, democracy, presumed 
innocence, right to trial by peers, rule of evidence and the rule of law. 
Christians abolished absolute monarchy and made "the people" sovereign 
under God.  
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• Christianity, is the cornerstone of western liberal democracy, the origin of 
human rights, anti-discrimination and equality laws and principles (the Sinai 
Covenant).  

• Christians developed the idea of one man one vote, consent of the 
governed, and government by the people for the people.  

• Christianity provided the foundation for the capitalist economy, which now 
drives the entire world. From Christian foundations, the Christian Western 
World provides billions of dollars, food, medicine, clothing, books, and skills 
to the developing Third world.  

• Christians created the Royal Flying Doctor Service (Rev. John Flynn), and 
the Australian wool industry (Rev Samuel Marsden).  

• Christianity, has the world's first and best psychologist, sociologist, 
anthropologist and scientist, the Bible is a scientific study of social and 
political life using these scientific methods.  

• Christianity, has the best leader, teacher, counsellor, helper, healer and 
judge the world has ever seen.  

• Christianity, has answers and solutions to all social, political, economic, 
scientific, cultural, legal and personal problems, not only with guiding 
principles, tested by observation and scientific study (in the Bible) but with 
practical experience and proven examples throughout history.  

Prepared by Richard J Gibbs, BA, based on research by Dr Graham 
McLennan 
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moribund; with an historical legacy characterized by ignorance, ethical compromise, and 
oppression. There is little appreciation for the fact that Christianity is the foundation of what 
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